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WANNABE PRESIDENT½S COLUMN   
For the next five  months, this column will give you some information regarding presidential hopefuls.  

Every month different subjects are  featured; this month is  Corporations/Regulations .  Candidates 

listed alphabetically.   

 

 
 

 McCAIN  

Words: McCain opposes òcorporate welfareó and feels we should close corporate 

loopholes and veto pork barrel  spending.  

Actions:  McCain voted FOR restricting rules on personal bankruptcy (2001), FOR reforming 

bankruptcy to include means testing and restrictions (2005), and AGAINST repealing the tax 

subsidy for companies that move jobs offshore (2005).  

 

OBAMA  

Words: Obama believes that corporations should be responsible for work conditions 

and pensions and that there should be tax incentives for corporate responsibility. He 

feels we should close tax loopholes for companies that relocate abroad and end 

tax breaks for companies that outsource jobs.  

Actions:  Obama voted AGAINST reforming bankruptcy to include means testing and 

restrictions (2005) and FOR repealing the tax subsidy for companies that move jobs offshore 

(2005). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

People going to Indonesia  in October and 

November be sure to submit your absentee ballots 

BEFORE you leave!!!  
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Summer Picnic  
 

EMERALD SEA DIVE CLUB YEARLY PICNIC   
by Skip Stacy  

 

The Clubõs Annual Picnic is being  held at Ft. Casey this year and at the same time, we will  

dive for a few more critters and fun dive.   The currents should cooperate most of the 

afternoon and should be good for Keystone and Coupeville  Tire Reef.   This yearõs event is 

Saturday , August  23 and the current graph shows good diving from about 10 a.m.  until  late 

into the evening.   With visibility  the way it has been around here lately, this should be a real 

good time to be in the water.     I could still use some Volunteers to help with things and I will 

need to get a rough head count.    The Club will p rovide the burgers and brats (hot links), 

buns, c ondiments,  eating utensils, c ups, plates and napkins,  beverages and ice . You are  

welcome to bring your favorite drink.   (Alcohol is to be  kept out of sight, as it  is not allowed 

on Ft. Casey but act like a b ag lady if you indulge and empties must be carried out.   The 

affair is usually a potluck for side dishes and d esserts so I can get a better shot as this part 

once I have a head count.   This is a family affair so bring family and there is a lot of open 

field for games.    Hope to see you there.     Skip is looking for volunteers to help run and 

coordinate the annual picnic.   
 

 

 

 

Christmas Party  
 

Annual Christmas/Holiday/Year End PARTY will be taking place in Snohomish at the Historic 

Waltz Building on the eve ning of December 6.  I am currently looking for a few good souls to 

help with the party planning and raffle prizes. Anyone wishing to help , please , contact Jill , 

jillk@bjbrewster.com  or 425-356-9444.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

WinnerS of July ½S DOOR PRIZE DRAW 
 

Congratulations to John Hind  -- $25 Starbucks gift card  

(John donated his Starbucks card to Loogpla)  

 

Congratulations to Darlene -- $50 CASH 

(Darlene donated her cash to her bank account)  

  

mailto:jillk@bjbrewster.com
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NANAIMO & HORNBY ISLAND 
By Ann Mille r 

 
Nanaimo, BC, Canada  

Ocean Explorers Diving/Ian Hall  

www.oceanexplorersdiving.com   

 

Friday, October 10 th  

 

The price for 1 day of diving (two boat dives) is CAD$140.00 + 5%GST = CAD$147.00  per 

person.  This includes two boat dives, air fills, tanks & weights.  Food and lodging are separate 

(the Buccaneer Inn is about 5 minutes away and costs approximately $70.00 per night)  

 

Advanced divers only as the dives are deeper than 60õ.    The deposit is TBD. 

 

Hornby Island, BC, Canada  

Hornby Island Diving/Rob & Amanda Zielinski  

www.hornbyislanddiving.com   

 

Friday, October 10 th ð Sunday, October 12  

 

The price for 2 days/2 nights (arrive Friday, dive Saturday/Sunday, de part Sunday) is 

CAD$370 per person + 5% GST = CAD$388.50 . This is the club price, FYI retail is CAD$420 per 

person. This includes 2 nights accommodation (Friday & Saturday), 4 boat dives (2 Sat/2 Sun), 

all meals from dinner Friday through lunch Sunday, air  fills, tanks & weights.  

The deposit is $185 per person (first dayõs stay) and is due by May 28. 

If interested, please contact:  

 

Ann Miller      Home:  425 -408-1617     Cell:  206 -730-5640   Email:  ann12775@comcast. net  

 

 
The Hideaway in Port Hardy  

By Bob Bailey  

 

Cheng and I are heading to The Hideaway in Port Hardy the last week in August.  There is still 

some open spots, and I a m trying to help fill them.  

 

Pickup in Port Hardy is Sunday, August 24 , and we  will be d iving  until  about mid -day on 

Friday August 29.   That leaves time on both ends in case someone wants to stop in Nanaimo 

or elsewhere along the road between there and Port Hardy.  

 

Cost is $990 per person plus tax (about $1040 altogether).  

 

If anyone is  inte rested, contact me at baileyrj@comcast.net  

 

 

http://www.oceanexplorersdiving.com/
http://www.hornbyislanddiving.com/
mailto:ann12775@comcast.net
mailto:baileyrj@comcast.net


 5 

Porteau Cove, B. C.  

Camping and Diving weekend  
September 26, 27, 28, 2008  

By Cheng Wong  

 

I just contacted the BC Discover Camping and found that the campground  reserva tion 

requirement is only up to September 15.  After that date,  it is on a first come first serve basis.    

 

I contacted Skip Stacy, because  he is a retired, free man, no work any day, and asked if he 

can do us a great favor by  being at the campground  by 8  a .m., September 26, 2008 to hold 

2 large camp sites for our group  and Skip promised to do it.   Thanks to Skip. 

 

If you would like to come camping and diving at Porteau Cove, please reply to 

chengwong@comcast.net  or baileyrj@comcast.net  and bring your family if you like. It is a 

beautiful area for a weekend get away.  

 

The plan for the weekend is this: 

 

We need to know how many will be coming  (so Skip knows how many sites  to hold)  

 

We need to have more people  go  up early to hold more campsites  

 

We know we will have two lunches, two dinners, and two  breakfasts  

 

We need goodies and stories for two nightsõ campfires  

 

We have to know if we want communal meals or do individual ly 

 

If we do the communal meals then we need to decide as to who bring what for which meal  

plus bring cooking ware  

 

I know Bob and I like th e communal meals and will do  breakfast for both mornings  

 

Of course, we all have to bring our own camping  and divin g gear  

 

Bob and I wou ld love to see you  

 

 

The entrance is at the end of the parking lot with a stair  case of less than 30 steps the n sandy 

bottom with big rocks here and there with boundary buoys  from 60õ at the south to 90 -100õ 

at the north where Nakaya is.  There are many  thing s in between at about 30õ to 60õ, see the 

dive map .  If you are up to  it, you can do 4 dive s a day; we did it before, we donõt need to 

do it again.  N ow , a campfire night with goodies and stories will do just fine.  

 

mailto:chengwong@comcast.net
mailto:baileyrj@comcast.net
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We do not  need  to go to Nakaya if we do not  have a boat or kayak.  At the p revious 

camping someone brought a kayak and a  boat and that was fun,  be ing  tow ed  and riding 

on and doing back fli ps into the water . 

 

The entrance is much  easier from any of Bonaireõs dives but you have to be careful with your 

knee, if you can take t he challenge of that staircase . . . wish all dive sites had lifts that could 

haul BCD with weight and tank out and in from the water , that would be perfect.  

 

We will see how other camper/diver s will choose on the meals .  Bob and I will provide and 

cook the breakfasts, no matter which way we go about meals, for we both love to eat , 

especially breakfast.  
 

Wrecks and Reefs  of Porteau Cove  
Here at Porteau Cove Provincial Park, a series of reefs and sunken  shipwrecks have  

enhanced the growth of marine life  and the opportunities for recreational  diving.   The 

artificial reef network has been  constructed from chains of tires, hollow  concrete piles, 

concrete blocks, and steel  H-beams. Over 100 species including  octop us, plumose 

anemones, lingcod,  and several types of shrimp flourish in  this important habitat.   Three 

shipwrecks were sunk near the reef  network in 1992. The Granthall (28m.)  was a steel -hulled 

CPR tugboat built in  Montreal in 1928. In 1967, the supe r structure  was removed and the 

Granthall became a  herring packer. The other wrecks are an  11m. steel dredge tender, the 

Centennial , and a 15m. Ferro cement  sailboat hull.  The yellow marker buoys and a dive float  

show the location of the shallower wrecks  and reefs. Depths vary from 6m. to 18m.  (20 ft. to 

60ft.)  PLEASE PROTECT YOUR MARINE RESOURCES BY LEAVING THEM AS YOU FIND THEM. HAVE 

A SAFE AND ENJOYABLE DIVE
. 
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2008 Salt Creek Camp and Dive Weekend  
By Pam Norton  

 

Heading out early Thursday morning, Andy, 

Victoria, our two corgis and I met up with Skip, 

Adria, and Marylou aboard the 7:50 Edmonds 

ferry to Kingston.  We were all very excited as it 

was looking like luck was with us and the 

weekendõs weather prediction of  warm and 

sunny was going to be a reality.  Glad that the 

spell of bad weather was  finally broken, we 

caravanned from Kingston to Port Angeles 

where we all met up with Jill and had a 

wonderful breakfast at the Crab House.  With 

full, content bellies we headed to our final 

destination, Salt Creek County Park for our 

second annual camp an d dive weekend.  

 

Boy, what a great turn out this year!  Campers 

and divers included Glenn Bulat, Sabine 

Fischer, Jill Keeler, Adria Ali, Marylou 

Hernandez, Eric Granroth and his family, Skip 

Stacy, Marty Leonard (who flew in from Ohio), 

Laura Orlich, Mark Soule, Wendy Drucker, Greg 

Becvar, Johanna Raupe, Norman and Clarice 

Gregory, John and Lori Gray, Steve Berthinier, 

Tina Seawell and finally, Andy, Victoria, and 

me.  With this motley crew, we were bound to 

have lots of laughs and fodder for this yearõs 

Ch ristmas party Santa gifts.  

 

With most of us arriving Thursday, we all hoped 

to get a dive in before totally settling into our 

home for the next three nights.  However, an 

offshore wind was really blowing in from the 

southeast creating large swells that cra shed 

forcibly over the rocky shore making a safe 

entry too dangerous to attempt.   Instead, we 

all made up our camps and lugged our chairs 

to Jill, Adria, and Marylouõs site and passed the 

afternoon away enjoy the warm sun, the 

spectacular ocean view, chit  chat and sipping 

on some lavender tea and barley pop.  Lifeõs 

rough, eh?  

 

Friday started sunny and cool, typical 

northwest summer morning weather and the 

strong chilly wind experienced the day before 

thankfully subsided.  The 3 to 5 foot swells were 

reduc ed to 1 to 2 feet, so diving was perhaps 

doable.  After a leisurely breakfast, we went 

down to the beach on a scoping mission to 

make an assessment of the entry points and 

discuss our options.  Although the waves 

seemed much smaller than the day before, 

they still crashed against the rocks with 

intimidating force and maybe diving this day 

was not go ing to be doable after all.   Greg 

and Johanna, who were less leisurely about 

breakfast and already had their gear staged 

and ready to go, made the decision to g ive it 

a go.  Greg timed the swells and did kind of a 

side roll off a ledge directly in front of the end 

of the stairs and Johanna chose to enter 

through a small channel that was clear of 

rocks to trip over.  They successfully hooked up 

and descended.  Tha nk you Greg and 

Johanna for convincing the rest of  us to get 

our reluctant butts in our gear and give it a try, 

too!  
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Finning up in swells was a lot harder than 

Johanna made it look, but we did it and 

started the swim out through the same thin 

channel.  Timing the swells by furiously kicking 

through the receding seas and relaxing on the 

incoming swells, we made it through fairly 

easily and descending into a thick forest of 

kelp swinging back and forth like a trapeze 

artist building up speed to make a lea p to 

waiting hands.  At times, the surge was heavy 

and at times, it was lighter, but it was always 

present causing some of the divers to become 

a little nauseous and photography 

challenging.  Heading out in an eastern 

direction through a channel Johanna to ld us 

about, Andy and I were able to drop below 

the dense kelp and searched the sandy 

seascape and walls for subjects t o shoot.  We 

saw many kelp greenling, large d ahlia -like 

anemone, and a type of crab we had not 

seen before.  Its carapace and legs had wa vy 

lines, its pinchers shaped like flat spoons or 

paddles, and it was very shy.  But Andy was 

persistent and was able to take a pretty good 

picture and we  were able to identify it as a 
scaled c rab . 

 

 

After about 50 minutes, it was time to reverse 

direct ion and return.  Although the constant 

movement of the water made for a somewhat 

challenging dive, the scenery was pristine, full 

of colorful life and well worth the extra effort.  

Considering the surge and the always -

challenging hike back up to the campsi tes, 

some of us decided that one working dive was 

enough for this day.  But after a short interval, 

hardcore divers Greg, Johanna, Skip and 

Marty elected to make another dive.  They are 

animals!  Andy and Eric kept their dry suits on 

and decided to snorkel  near the island in the 

bay but the seascape was mostly made up of 

white sand, thin eelgrass beds and they 

spotted only a few small crabs.   

 

Friday evening we all once again gathered at 

Jill, Adria, and Marylouõs campsite and Glenn 

was put in charge of bu ilding and maintaining 

the campfire.  We all sat around talking story, 

sharing jokes, and watched the beautiful sun 

go down painting streaks of brilliant reds and 

oranges across the horizon.  What a wonderful 

end to a wonderful day.  
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Saturday morning again bega n much like the 

two days preceding it, sunny and warm.  

Needing air fills, a bunch of us decided to 

head west to Seiku and dive the jetty .  

Located adjacent to Olsonõs Marina, there are 

basically , two dive sites.  Standing on the 

beach looking no rth to the right is the jetty and 

to the left is a boulder field.  Because of the 

heavy boat traffic from the marina, we choose 

to dive the boulder field.  All geared up, we 

heading down a conveniently placed ramp to 

the beach, waded in, began our short su rface 

swim, and descen ded.  Visibility was 

phenomenal,  about 35 feet and the water 

very blue.  The boulders were huge, some 

bigger than SUVs and they were covered in 

pink and purple bryozoans and large 

anemones looking like a summer flower 

garden in full b loom.  Swarms of krill huddled 

together finding protection in numbers and fat 

happy rock fish lounged around eyeing us 

wearily.  In the kelp, we noticed a small type of 

fish that was swaying in tandem gracefully with 

the kelp in the light surge. It was abo ut 2 inches 

long and had long flowing fins and silver spots 

along the length of its body.  Luckily, the 

pictures we took turned out and we were able 

to identify this fish as a s ilver spotted sculpin.  

Another cool new critter find.  After about 50 

minutes,  my hands were quite wet and cold 

due to a small pinhole in my dry gloves, so I 

signaled Andy with the underwater sign for  
cold and we headed in.  But, we couldnõt wait 

to make the next dive.  
 

 

 

Dive two at the boulder site was much like dive 

one, absol utely gorgeous.  We planned diving 

further into the boulders but never made it very 

far as we were easily distracted and awed by 

the natural beauty and the abundance of 

creatures at this site.  The highlight of this div e 

was finding a giant Pacific o ctopus  tucked 

way back into a large but very thin crevice.  

We came across a dumpsite littered with 

debris of crab and moon snail shells strewn 

across smaller boulders in front of the GPOõs 

home.  Her thick legs and large round suckers 

made us think that this GP O was HUGE.  I had 

a hard time angling the strobes to light up the 

dark spaces of the crevice but the picture of 

her large size and beauty will forever be in our 

minds.  What a treat!  We spent some more 

time swimming in and out of the kelp and had 

fun hov ering in the middle of the large clouds 

of krill before it was time to start heading in.  

We were sad that we were not going to be 

able to make a third dive here, but there is 

always next year!  

Saturday evening was our big potluck dinner.  

Steve and Tinaõs campsite was bigger and 

better equipped to handle the crowd so we all 

gathered our food contributions, beverages 

and lawn chairs and sat around a rip -roaring 

fire building up our appetites in anticipation of 

the feast to come.  The main course was 20lbs 

of beef brisket that Andy had smoked for 14 

hours, accompanied by Texas style BBQ red 

sauce and white bleu cheese sauce.  Being a 

true Texan, Johanna gave the red sauce two 

thumbs up.  We also had salads, coleslaw, 

corn bread, beans and delicious desserts.  It 

was quite a feast.  Like the two nights before, 

we settled in around the campfire and 

watched brilliant a sunset and compared the 

dayõs dive stories until it was pitch black out 

and time to drag our tired bodies to bed.  
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Sunday morning came around  way too fast.  

Most of us decided to dive Crescent Lake for a 

high -pressure gear rinse and leisurely dive.  The 

drive inland to the lake was beautiful.  Green 

lower elevation trees gave way to tall lush pine 

trees and Fox Glove full of pink and purple 

blo oms blanketed the open spaces of the 

hillside.  We donned out gear and made our 

way to the lakeõs edge and began our 

descent into crystal clear blue water and 50 

feet or better visibility.  The large preserved 

trees with their crooked branches made 

interes ting modern art pictures that gave Ansel 

Adams a run for his money.  Large territorial 

crayfish lived in many different holes between 

the rocks, fresh water s culpin scurried about 

and shy trout watched us curiously always 

keeping a safe distance.  

 

 

 

 

Mary lou hung off a large branch simulating 

chin -ups and Skip at one point just sat there on 

the bottom and watched us swim around 

every which way like a pack of playful seals.  It 

was great and everyone had a silly old good 

time.  

 

Sadly, it was time for the g ood times to end.  

Surrounded by the natural beauty of the sea, 

mountains, great diving, and awesome friends 

makes one appreciate our good fortunes.   

      

  

A heartfelt thanks to all that joined Andy and I and we honestly have not had a better time a s we did 

on this trip.  Letõs do it again next year!  

 

 
 
 
 
 


