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WANNABE PRESbIaNT %

McCAIN PALIN

Here are you four semi -finalists. What a choic e, if you vote according to differences.

young black guy or the old white guy. Americans have always had a chance to vote
for: the old white guy, the old white guy, the old white actor, or the young white guy.

our choices will probably be: the old black gay woman, the young Hispanic man, the
Asian woman, AND the old white guy. What a difference 200 years will make.

OBAMA BIDEN

People going to Indonesia in October and
November be sure to submit  your absentee
ballots BEFORE you leave!!!




Edi toros Col umn

By Darlene Ripley

Hello, my fellow dive club members. | know it has been a long time since | have
written a column and | know you miss it because of my facetious prehensile into the
world of diving. | felt the presidential elections were more important so | hope the

Wannabe Presi de hds@isen ypo somenmformation to take to the polls

November 4. Remember, as much as you may want to vote Independent, Green,

Communist, or anothe r party DO NOT THROW YOUR VOTE AWAY. You know from years

of experience the only winners are Republican or Democrat and the other parties take

away the oOomajorityo vote for the two major par.
or marginal win or a question able win. We NEED a definite winner!

ESDC board member elections are November 5, you may vote online or at the
November 5 meeting.  Future e -mails will give further details. We will be nominating in
October and voting in November. Please give this serio us thought before nominating
someone or yourself. Some positions take a lot of time and others take hardly any time

but all positions have responsibilities that MUST be carried out in a timely fashion.

If you consider yourself, or a friend, to be creativ e, enjoy writing, enj oy
work, nagging people to submit articles, photos, etc. you might consider running for

Newsletter Editor. 1 think the time has come for a change because between David

and | we have been editors for FIVE years and | th ink it is time for fresh ideas and fresh

graphics! | urge new members to volunteer because new members see things

di fferentl vy, they are not part of the 00l d boy

Come on, my fellow divers, get out there and support a candidate or two or six!



2009 Calendar Photo Contest Reminder
by David Ripley

This yeards <cal endar photo contest ends
must be e -mailed to the website by midnight of the 30 th,

If anyon e has suggestions concerning publication of the calendar please submit them
to the newsletter editor via e  -mail or to myself at the September or October meeting.

Remember i Bob Bailey (whose outstanding photos would almost certainly occupy
two pages in the calendar) has decided not to enter the contest this year thereby
guaranteeing one or two other photographers a place in the calendar.

Thanks to all who have entered the contest thus far. If you are a procrastinator, you
are running out of time A submitNo w! Youdl |l feel better

Christmas Party

Annual Christmas/Holiday/Year End PARTY will be taking place in Snohomish at the

Sept el

after we

Historic Waltz Building on the evening of December 6. . Thank you to Adria, Skip, Pam,

Marylou and Laura for volunteering to help Jill with the arrangements.

SANTA is looking for 2008 dive stories for the Christmas Party . If your buddy has done
something completely STUPID and/or EMBARRASSING during your 2008 diving
adventures please send an e -mail to SANTA at tridoxia@yahoo.com and he will make

sure your buddy isrecognize d for their outstanding behavior and will, again, embarrass
you r buddy in front of the entire club. Itis LOTS of fun!

Winner of September S D OQiZ2RraW

Pan and Andy Norton won $50.00
Congratulations!!

Poker Dive Winners
Congratulations to
David Ripley , 1stplace, $55.00
Darlene Ripley, 2 nd place, air fill card
Ed Nichols, 3 place, red split fins
Steve Murphy , 4t place, wet gloves
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Edi tords Photo of t he

Photo by Greg Becvar

Looks like a cow ate too many pumpkins to me but
Greg tol d me ddfliteatplumose anesnona 0

Dive Nitrox
By Pam Norton

Want to learn how to dive with Nitrox? Here are a few advantages.

Extend bottom time in the 6 0 to 90 fsw range by reducing the decompression penalty
Absorb less nitrogen so shorter surface intervals

Many people feel less fatigued

Beneficial for multiple dives in one day. (think dive trips!)

Our very own Jerry Dollar will be teaching a Nitrox cla ss Wednesday Oct 8. |If
interested, please contact Pam Norton at pam_norton@comcast.net  or 425-218-4300

Mo


mailto:pam_norton@comcast.net

Port Hardy i Six Days in the Rain

by Bob (Grateful Diver) Bailey
Photos by Bob Bailey and QingHui Wong

About 375 miles northwest of Seattjast off the northern tip of Vancouver Islalids heaven, oat
least, there lies my vision of what heaven could be like.

Ever sincd received certificatiomn 2001,1 haveheard that the best celdate diving on the planetis in

PortHardyi or t o be more precise, i n the stderoitheast and
of that town. Athoughl havebeen to several places on Vancouver Islavittoria, Nanaimo, Barkley

Sound, Quadra lahd, and Hornby Islandl 6 d never managed to make it
was determined that 2008 wdube the year | would go. oSa few monthsago, | contacted John
DeBoeck, who owns a place call ed ftAemestwellikrdbwna wa y O

dive sites in that area, and made arrangements fordagikip in late August.

Our original plan included Cheng, o
friends John Rawlings and Valeri
Lyttle, and | Unfortunately, a family
emergency requiredohn to drop out of
the trip. Cheng, Valerie and | piled six
tanks and enough dive gear to outfit
small army into my Honda Element and.
off we went.

Now, Port Hardy igdifficult to get to. _.
From the Seattlarea,you have to make
your way across the border into British
Columbia, board a ferry for Nanaimo,
and drive five hours north to Port™
Hardy. The best way for a working stiff
like me to plan a trip like that is to dive _:
mid-week and use theveekendson
either end of the trip for travel. Althoughis possible to make thengre trip in a long dayit is much
more practlcal to do |t in two We left around ARmrning on Saturday, made the trip to Nanaimo, and
I : w then drove north for a couple hours before finding a
motel room in Courtenay for the night. The next
morning we wouldstill have a 3hour drive over
the mountains to Port Hardy, where we were to
meet John DeBoeck for a scheduled plm.
~ departure to The Hideaway.

- When we awakened the naxibrning,the weather had
- turned rainy and cold. Despite that, we hadaautiful
" drive up over the mountains to Port Hardy. We got an




occasional break in the weather and even a gorgeous rainbow at one point to highlight the mountain scenery.
Along theway, we encountered a bear and cub grazing by the roadside.

Note to se]J]fdendexpatkmehe camera in the |l uggage.
We rolled into Port Hardy a bit early, and decided tsigbtseeingn town. After checking out the strip
mal | , both intersections, and the few B&Bo&6s al c

it seaned to be where all the action was in Port Hardy anyway.

John showed up while we were having
lunch at a local pub called The
Quarterdeck | can personally

. recommend the seafood chowdend
told us he had some shopping to doe W
unloaded thecar, piled 8 our gear on
the boat,and waited. We met another
guest of the Hideawaly Jett Britnell, a
professional underwater photographer.
An hour or so later, John returned with
what seemed like a couple hundred
pounds of groceries and Lisa, who
would be preparip our meals for the
week. | realized that up here, hundreds
of miles away from the bustle of civilization
Caribbean . . our 1 p.mdeparture happened closer toFhally, we were off for the dur-long boat
ride to The Hideaway.

The ridei even in cold, blustery, rainy weathiewas stunning. Eagles, heron, seals, sea lions, deer, and
other critters are readily visible along the shoreline of the rocks and islands that dot the coast of northern
Vancouver Island. As we turned in between a couple tiny islands, apaaméd sign proclaimed that

we were entering AClam Coveo é an inlet that o
The Hideaway.

As we approached The Hideaway, mymiti t hought was fiSo THI S is wh.
when they grew upo é thinking back to an ol d T\
is a collection of what looks likeomemadduildings perched atop a series of docks, floating aveay

from shore. . . a tiny, rustic floating enclave encircled by natural beauty. If one is looking for creature
comforts, this is not the place to go. But it offers shelter, warmth, a clean bed, good food, great company
and it 6 s-miaute baatids tp sofnd® of the most spectacular diving to be found anywhere on the
planet. This place is built for divers, not tourists.



