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Dive of the Month

Salt Creek County Park - My side of
the story
by Frank Anderson

It ended up a great weekend at Salt Creek,
even if it started somewhat ignobly for me.
Coming in a half hour before the gate
closed, I managed to hang up my car on a
concrete parking bar at the entrance.
Thanks to the six guys who lifted me off the
bar and got me 1n just before closing - I owe
you a drink at the next meeting!

After that it could only get better. I haven't
been tent camping in more than 10 years so
it was good to get back in the groove of
sleeping bag and early morning coffee as
the sun comes up. I have to say I was im-
pressed with the quality of coffee makers
that appeared all over the place - this is not
the roughing it I remember from backpack-
ing in the Sierra's! The rest of the weekend
was great food, good times and fun diving
Thanks to Loogpla, Pam and Andy for
great food and plenty of it. If it weren't for

Loogpla hiking me up and down the moun-
tain, I probably wouldn't have needed
weights on the Sunday dive.

Kelp beds were fascinating. I didn't espe-
cially care for all the entanglement on the
first dive, but swimming into those canyons
was fascinating - one moment in sunlight

and then pitch dark when the kelp closed in
overhead. Second dive was better, I went|
slower and got more used to it - many]
thanks to my dive buddies, Norm, Rick and|
Tina. Lots of interesting
creatures.

Lake diving Sunday was
another experience -
desolate comes to mind.
The sculpins and crayfish
were cute (when I looked|
close enough to find
them!). It made me real-
ize how fortunate we are
to have the array of sea]
life to see in the Puget
Sound.

A great weekend and I
look forward to coming
back next year - although
with a bigger tent. Only
one question remains -
who complained about my instant coffee at
Smokey Point Diving? (I guess I'll have to
get one of those fancy coffee makers for my|
next camping trip.)

Photo of the Month
Wet Bike - by Matt Knutzen

He can always use the carpool lane
and parking is easy too. Plus no nee

Month Meeting
Wednesday August 5
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President’s Column

The diving season has almost started.

The visibility is clearing and the water
temperatures are above 50 degrees. Some
people think spring is the beginning of
dive season, but not in the Pacific north-
west. Spring is cold and the visibility is
described as “poopy” by one club member
and like “green pea soup” by a friend.

The Tuesday after Labor Day is the start
of the dive season in Puget Sound. The
visibility 1s often 40 feet and can be 60 to
70 feet. You can park after 7am and you
don't get heat stroke after zipping up your
dry suit. One fall at Alki and 64th the
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visibility was more than 60 feet. Ikept
seeing this strange fish out of the corner of
my eye. So I waited, then I saw a cormo-
rant diving for fish. What a treat. Another
fall dive at Seacrest Cove 2, we dove the I-
Beams. It was the first time and last time
that I have seen them in their entirety.
Buck, my dive buddy response, “Are you
sure those were the I-Beams, is that all
there is to them?”.

Through August there will still be a lot of
suspended particles in the water, but the
visibility 1s now 30-40 feet. By the time the
kids go back to school, there will be park-
ing, visibility and cool air at noon. So get
your dive gear and I'll see you in the water.

Editor’s Column

The greatest asset of the Emerald Sea
Dive Club is its members. It is the mem-

The Viz is Better
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bers who become big buddies and help
introduce new members to diving Puget
Sound. It is the members who plan dive
trips and events such as the recent Salt
Creek Camp and Dive or the upcoming
trip to the Annapolis and Porteau Cove. It
is members who assure that we have local
dives on the calendar such as the TGIF
dive and the Tuesday after work fun dive.
It is members who plan tropical retreats
from our dreary winters such as the up-
coming Roatan and Bonaire trips.

We also number among our members di-
vemasters and instructors who happily
share their knowledge and skills with the
membership. If you have a dive related
question chances are that a member can
answer it. We have CPR/first aid instruc-
tors, DAN O2 instructors, instructors ex-
perienced in night, deep, navigation, wreck
and ice diving. We have experienced pho-
tographers in the club who can help you
take that first step into underwater photog-
raphy. In short, the club and it’s members
may be your best diving resource.

You too can be a resource. Plan a dive to
your favorite location. If you have a special
skill offer to share it with your fellow
ESDC members. Help with the planning
for our Christmas party, Camp Casey
weekend, club picnic or other event. If you
know someone that would be a good
speaker for the club help pass the informa-
tion onto Greg. But most important of all,
take part in club activities and
let your views be known.

We can only get better with
your help. Those members that
currently do so much, such as
Pam and Andy Norton, John
Hyde, Loogpla Cowden and
others were once new divers
and new members. Many of
our Big Buddies started out as
Little Buddies. Members who
are now experienced divers
gained much of their knowl-
edge and experience from other
club members. Even the newest
most inexperienced among you
will one day be experienced,
capable, confident divers who
can mentor others. When you
do you will find that you will
get more than your give. So
come to the dives, take part in
the events, take advantage of
other members experience and
expertise because we all gain
from your participation.
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Instructors Corner
DAN 02 Class Offered

The club has an Oxygen kit and the rec-
ommended treatment for diving injuries is
100 % oxygen. Do you know how to ad-
minister oxygen in an emergency. Take the
Dan Oxygen Providers class and be a
more prepared diver. Contact Loogpla at
loogplacowden@att.net for details.

Deep Class Offered

Going deep for some means 60 feet to the

geodome at the T Dock. To others it

means the I Beams at 100 feet. However, if

you wish to explore even greater depths

this i3 your opportunity. The goals of the

PADI Deep Diver Specialty Course are:

« To develop a theoretical knowledge of
deep diving.

« To increase your diving skills

« To enable you to organize and safely
conduct no decompression dives be-
tween the depths of 60 and 130 feet

« 'To improve your diving ability and pro-
vide you with additional supervised ex-
perience

Emerald Sea Dive Club
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Additionally the course is a prerequisite for
technical dive classes. If you want to ex-
plore depths beyond recreational ranges
this 1s where you start.

I am offering a deep specialty class in Sep-
tember. The four open water dives are
scheduled for Saturday and Sunday the
12th and 13th. The classroom portion is to
be arranged. To participate in the course
you must be a PADI advanced diver or
have an equivalent rating from another
training organization.

If you are interested in the class contact
me at gmdollar@gmail.com or 425-337-9426.

Navigation Students Sought

Tired of getting lost? Think a compass is
something used for drawing? Ready to quit
saying “’I meant to do that” when you
surface at the wrong end of the beach?
Join Ann Miller’s navigation class and
eliminate those long surface swim. Ann is
putting together a Navigation Specialty
class for August or September. Contact her
for information at annl2775@comcast.net.

Can you find the Octopus?

August

20 Years Ago
August 1989

As many of you may have noted The Emerald Sea
Dive Club was founded 25 year ago this year:
None of the original members are still around but
m June 25. 1988 I attended my first ESDC
event, the club picnic at Kayak Point. Being the
wnoeterate pack rat that I am I still have newsletters
Jrom 20 years ago.

Everyone was anticipating the premier of
The Abyss on August 9th and the club
planned a movie night on August 11

Spence Campbell announce a class, Secrets
of the Diving Reflex for August 26th and 27th
which promised to teach you to free dive to
50 feet for 2 minutes.

Salt Creek camp and dive was set for Sep-
tember 8-10. The trip was sponsored by
John Boone and Diamond Knot Randy,

There was no meeting this month, rather
there was a joint club picnic with the
Marker Buoy and Tentacle Gang dive
clubs at Woodland Park.
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Salt Creek Camp n’ Dive
by Adria Ali

Another great trip over to Salt Creek for a long weekend of camp-
ing and diving. It was a beautiful weekend, the sun was shining and
the diving was good. We had a great turn out of ESDC folks.
Thursday — I decided to stay dry and drink some “lavender tea”
around the campfire. We needed something to drink after putting
up the Taj Mahal also known as Marylou, Jill’s tent and mine.

Thank you to all who helped us put the beast up. I was told that the
diving at Salt Creek was great. The water was calm, no surge and
the viz was good.

The highlight of my first day on the other hand was Deborah and
Jerry’s dinner, not to mention Jerry’s fortified lemon aid. We were
treated to a traditional southern dinner of rice and beans with sau-
sage. It was fantastic. We were all pretty beat so we decided to call it
a night fairly early, we knew we had diving to do tomorrow. I'm
happy to report that I was quite warm in our tent, no “veezel”
needed.

Friday — We decided to go to Sekiu for our diving fix. We wanted to
beat any weekend traffic that usually clogs up the area when the
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weather is nice. We had sun, great diving and lots of food. My two
dives were shared with Jill, Frances & Steve Murphy. I enjoyed our
dives very much. It did get hairy on our second dive though when
we headed into a thick mass of the feather boa-like kelp. Unfortu-
nately we had to surface in the middle of the stuff to orient our-
selves. Jill and Frances were very calm and cool; they headed us out
of the mess. Of course the fauna was varied around the kelp. A few
of my favorites: the fish-ecating anemones that were bigger than my
head, the large Tritons laying their eggs, the cute Umbrella Crab we
found, the schools of baby fish everywhere, the palm sized Red-eye
Medusas, the Stalked Jellies in the eel grass and the little mystery
fish we can’t identify (to see look for mystery fish’s picture in this
newsletter). The only thing that was a bummer was Curley’s Dive
Shop. I needed one tank filled that was only half empty. It sat in the
shop for two hours while I did my second dive. When I went to pick
it up it hadn’t been filled. I sat for another hour while the monosyl-
labic dude slowly filled it. I would have appreciated better service
but you get what you get when your options are limited. Loogpla
and Laura’s dinner was a nice end to the day. The kabobs, the
shrimp and Larry’s Spicy Balls were my favorites. I spent the rest of
the evening eating s'mores and playing chicken foot with Frances
and her daughters. Great day.

Saturday — This was a very relaxing day. I spent all morning and
afternoon in my pajamas, sitting around various campfires. Around
2 PM Frances, Steve, Rick and I decided we would dive Salt Creek.
Well...we didn’t quite have ideal conditions. There was a lot of
surge and getting into the water and putting fins on was challenging:
After our short dive I lead us back in but we were coming in too
soon, we needed to stay out further before picking our path and
heading back in. We had to keep prairie dogging to see the exit.
Because we were trying to make our way back in too shallow we got
bashed along the Muscle covered rocks (great for the drysuit) and we
were fighting a lot of surge! Thanks to the help from Pam, Andy,
Kris and everyone else on the beach, we made it back in one piece
albeit exhausted. Next time I'll seize the opportunity to dive Salt
Creek
when it’s
a calm
and flat
day. It
was a
learning
experi-

4 ence
though.
Nothing
could end
this day
any better
then a
great
dinner at
Pam and
Andy’s
camp.
Andy, the
Grill
Master
cooked us
up a fan-
tastic
meal.
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We sat around the campfire late into the last night of our trip. We
drank, told stories, laughed and sacrificed pink peeps for our sick
pleasure. What a great night surrounded by friends. As I walked
back to my tent with Wendy I remember having a peaceful mo-
ment with her as we stared up into the sky. It was pitch black and
we could see the stars for miles. It was so beautiful.

Sunday — Our last day. We woke up bright and early, OK; others
woke up bright and early. After I begged coffee off of some gener-
ous folks I got in the car and headed to Lake Crescent. I love end-
ing the trip this way. The water was warm and the viz was phe-
nomenal. Not much to look at down there but it’s very relaxing
and your gear gets a nice fresh-water rinse. Once Jill and I finally
got back to camp we had the quickest camp breakdown in history.
With the help of Steve and Tina we got the Taj Mahal dismantled
and back in its bag, sort of. We all said goodbye over lunch before
heading home. It was another banner year at Salt Creck. Maybe
next year I'll dive Salt Creeck when it’s not a washing machine but
Sekiu and Lake Crescent were so much fun. It was the wonderful
group of ESDC folks and others that made this a fantastic time.
We had fun laughing, eating, drinking and hanging out. What a
great time, can’t wait to do it again next year!
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TGIF Dive
Mukilteo Lighthouse Park

It was a beautiful evening at Mukilteo Lighthouse Park. The sun
was shining, the temperature was in the mid eighties, and a slight
on-shore breeze blew up from the water keeping it cool; the park
was bustling with activity. Friends and families gathered for picnics,
to play volley ball, walk their dogs, fly kites, and in our case, Scuba
Dive.

Emerald Sea divers were Tina Seawell, Jack Schacher, Andy and I.
Providing shore support were Jill Keeler, Adria Ali, and Jack Titter-
ness. The buddy teams were Andy and Jack and Tina and I. Not
wanting to spend much time standing around in the afternoon heat
with all our gear on and sweating like pigs, we decided to meet up in
the water to perform our obligatory buddy checks. Once the buddy
checks were done we made a short surface swim and descended into
the calm water, the only noise was an occasionally boat engine and
the sounds of our own breathing. It was very peaceful.

Tina and I swam down-slope slowly, adjusting to the underwater
sights and searching for critters "making like the sand" in their best
attempt to hide from us. Tina spotted a huge Moon Snail - its shell
bigger than a man's fist, and with her lunar landing of a camera,
snapped off pictures of it in quick succession. Right at about 30
feet there’s a ledge and beyond the ledge the substrate drops off
dramatically and it’s easy to reach 60 feet and beyond quickly. With
the sun shining and the plankton bloom almost gone accept for a
few “snotties” 60 feet wasn’t all that dark. I found myself using my
light merely to point out subjects for Tina to shoot.

The main attraction of this dive site, or at least where the critters
are most likely to be hanging out, is on two clay walls. At around 60
feet we came to one of the clay walls and immediate began our
hunt for critters. Many forms of life make the tiny holes and ledges
craved into the clay walls by swift moving currents, and we found
many. Tina began taking pictures of a huge orange -red Sunflower
Sea Star moving quickly vertically down the wall searching for a
meal. She was snapping pictures of it when her strobes possessed
and started an underwater light show; it was like being at a disco.
Tina, after demonstrating a few underwater dance moves and shar-
ing a few choice hand gestures with her strobes, she was able to fix
the problem and resumed the business of taking pictures. We spent
quite a bit at time on the wall when our computers began to scold
us that it was time to make our way upslope and into shallower
depths.

Zig Zagging our way upslope we spotted a Buffalo Sculpin and Tina
was able to get quite close to him. Sculpin are funny creatures.
They’re so convinced that their camouflage is so effective that one
can get close enough to touch them before they realize their cover is
blown. While Tina was taking photos, I continued to search for
critters and found many comical hermit crabs to play with. By this
time almost an hour had gone by and it was time to stop for our
mandatory 15 foot 3 minute safety stop. Often the safety stop ends
up being the best part of a dive as it was in this case. There were
snails, shrimp, hermit crabs, young red rock crabs and we even
found a gunnel. The shallows were teeming with life! Alas I was
time to head in.

We exited the water feeling relaxed which is what these TGIF dives
are meant for. Unwind after a long work week, get lost in the sights
and sounds of our beautiful underwater world, and meet up with
good friends that share the same love and passion for diving....oh
gag! We couldn’t wait to get out of our gear and head up to the Tin
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Fish, our new favorite seafood restaurant for a nice dinner and a
couple of beers. We sat around talking story and soon it was getting
dark and we were rewarding to one of the prettiest sunsets. Fun
times gang, Let’s do it again next month!

ROATAN, BAY ISLANDS
Dec. 5-12, 2009

My dive buddy John Hynd
& 1 are joining Bubbles Be-
low for a week in Roatan,
staying at Barefoot Cay, and
we would like to have a few
of you join us!

It is an all inclusive -
packgage: 3 meals per day,
2 boat dives per day, trans-
fer to/from the airport, wel-
come party, and more. We
can do addition boat diving
or just make shore dives.

The cost for 7 nights lodg-

ing and the above men-

tioned is $1111.00 p/p (oceanview room ) or $1225.00 p/p
( oceanfront bungalow) ... Prices are based on double occu-
pancy, and does not includes 16% hotel tax.

We need to purchase air ticket. The internet have good
prices. Or if you want to sit back and do nothing Bubbles
Below had reserved some air tickets r/t for $775.00.

If you are interested please let me know, I can be reached at
206-399-5682 or you may contact the Bubbles Below dive
center direct. Please check, your calendar and we hope that
you will plan to join us in Hondurus!

Loogpla.
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A Very Tri’ing Day
by Cheng-Hur Wong

What do divers do when they are not diving? Well, for Loogpla and
I it was the Federal Escape Triathlon on Saturday, July 25th at Five
Mile Lake Park in Federal Way.

We were doing this
half-triathlon ... a
quarter mile swim
" followed by 12

== = miles of bicycling
followed by a

three mile run. We
had been prepar-
ing for this event
since the last week-
end of May.

The day started at
7 AM when we
showed up with
our wetsuits, bicy-
cles and running
shoes. Our first
stop was to get our
race numbers (and
our ages) painted
on our arms and
legs.

Then it was time to claim a spot inside the gear-up area. Getting
there early meant we had a choice of places to set up our bikes and
lay out our gear, ready to go.

It's never too early to think about the Holidays!

Your Christmas Party committee has been busy working to make
this year even more special then last year. Our party will be held on
the evening of December 5th, 2009 so mark your calendars now in
order to join in the fun.

We will be at the Waltz Building in Snohomish, if you prefer to
drink something other than water, coffee or tea, please bring the
beverage of you choice. This year we are having a catered affair
reservations and prepayment will be required by the November 4th
meeting (we need to provide the caterswith a head count). The cost
will be $15.00 per person (scholarships are available, contact Jill for
more information). Raffle tickets will be available for $5.00 to mem-
bers' only, sorry guests that is a member perk outlined in our bylaws.

Any questions, comments or if you'd like to help out please contact

Jill at jillk@bjbrewster.com or 425-356-9444.

Cheers,
Jill

Emerald Sea Dive Club
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ESDC 2010 Calendar Photo

Contest Is Underway!
By Glenn Bulat (ESDC Web Master)

Don’t forget to register and submit

your entries for this year's photo

contest. The deadline for sub-

4 mitting photos for this year’s
contest is September 3rd. For
complete details, gallery views
and links to register or submit

visit the ESDC web site (

http://www.emeraldseadiveclub.org )
navigation menu item, “Photo Contest”.

and click on the left

Remember, have fun and encourage your fellow photographers to
participate!

ESDC Summer Picnic
Camp Casey Revisited

Mark Saturday, August 15th on your calendar. Emerald Sea Dive
Club’s annual summer picnic will be returning to Camp Casey. The
club will be providing Burgers and Dogs. Bring a side dish to share
and your beverage of choice. Since we will be diving after lunch to
collect for Keith you will probably want to skip the alcoholic bever-
ages which works out well since Camp Casey prohibits alcohol.

The diving at Camp Casey is shallow and easy if you hit the slack.
The slack before ebb, which is the one we want to dive occurs some-
time between 2:30 and 3:15. That will give us plenty of time to eat
and converse and eat and still get in the water at slack.

Unfortunately, the splash times for the Keystone Jetty are at 6:51
AM and 7:44 PM making it diving the jetty inconvenient. If you
want to try you might be able to splash earlier that 7:45 since it is a
mild ebb and then be able to vacate the park before they close it for
the day.

If you have any questions contact Jerry at gmdollar@gmail.com
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Divemaster Ed It is obviously time for an intervention. First we have delete the dive
store numbers from his speed dial.

Just what were you thinking.

Photo by Matt Knutzen

M T
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Mystery Creature
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Dive and Event Calendar
Date Event Time Location Sponsor
8/5/09 Club Meeting 7:00 PM Shawn O’Donnells | President@emeraldseadiveclub.org
8/9/09 Fun Dive 9:00 AM Octopus Hole Loogpla loogplacowden@att.net
8/11/09 Tuesday after work fun dive 5:30 Bruce Higgins UT John 425-890-3952
8/15/09 ESDC Summer Picnic all day Camp Casey Jerry Dollar gmdollar@gmail.com
8/21/09 TGIF dive 6:00 PM BHUT Pam Norton pam_norton@comcast.net
8/22/09 Annapolis Work Party B. C. Canada Loogpla loogplacowden@att.net
8/23/09 Porteau Cove Fun Dive B. C. Canada Loogpla loogplacowden@att.net
8/23/09 Cove 3 dive 9:00 AM Seacrest cove 3 Ed McNichol ed@mcnichol.com
9/18/09 TGIF 6:00 PM Seacrest Cove 2 Pam Norton pam_norton@comcast.net
9/20/09 Cove 3 Dive 9:00 AM Seacrest Cove 3 ed@mcnichol.com
9/22/09 Tuesday after work fun dive 5:30 BHUT Call John at 425-890-3952
9/26/09 Fishing Pier Clean-up Edmonds Marina Fran Murray scubagram_590@hotmail.com
10/24-10/25 | Hornby Diving Weekend Hornby Island Kim Voltz kim.volz@gmail.com
03/2010 Bonaire Bonaire Pam Norton pam_norton@comcast.net
Divers on the Loose
Greg Becvar 360-659-2853 tridoxia@yahoo.com
Skip Stacy 425-775-2410 skipstacy @comcast.net
Sean Barker 425-351-6850 SeanhBarker@comcast.net
If you would like to be a loose diver contact the editor at gmdollar@gmail.net.
Membership Information
Member Benefits Communicate with your Friends— Contact Us

Win $50—

You can be eligible to win $50 up to four

time a year. Just host a club dive, submit a
story, article or information to the newslet-
ter or sign up a new member and you will
automatically be entered in our quarterly
drawing for $50.

Earn a §15 reward—

Take a continuing education class that
furthers your general dive experience (Ad-
vanced, Rescue or Divemaster) and Emer-
ald Sea Dive Club will reward you with a
check for §$15. You may receive a check for
only one class per calendar year.

Join the One List and you can communi-
cate with other Emerald Sea Dive Club
members. Plan dives, ask for advice, find
dive buddies or plot the overthrow of the
free world, the choice 1s yours.

To join go to :
www.groups.yahoo.com/group/ESDClist
then click on “Join this Group” or contact
Andy Norton at
andy_norton@comcast.net

Membership Dues

Annual Dues are $30 for a single mem-
bership or $47 for a family membership,
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o Visit our web site:

www.emeraldseadiveclub.org
o Write us: Emerald Sea Dive Club

PO Box 73
« Edmonds, WA 98020
« Visit our group page at:
www.groups.yahoo.com/groug/ESDClist
« Call or email our board members
« Come to a meeting at:
Shawn O’Donnell’s on the first Wednesday
of the Month
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Contact List

Please contact the editor at gmdollar@gmail.com about additions, deletions or corrections to the Contact List.

2009 ESDC Board Members
President Tina Seawell President@emeraldseadiveclub.org

Vice President VicePresident@emeraldseadiveclub.org
Secretary Adria Al Secretary @emeraldseadiveclub.org
Treasurer Sabine Fischer Treasurer@emeraldseadiveclub.org
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Club Notices

August Meeting

The Month Emerald Sea Dive Club Meeting will be Wednesday August 5 at Shawn O’Donnell’s in Everett. There is no speaker this month.
The board meeting begins at 6:00 PM (all members are welcome). The general meeting begins at 7:00 PM.

New Big Buddy Graduate
Congratulations to Howard Lazzarini for completing the big buddy program and thanks to his big buddy Pam Norton.

Kim McNichols is a diver
Rumor has it that Kim McNichols has been certified as a Diver. Way to go Kim. Now you can make Ed your Beach B....

New Member
Welcome a new member Tom Bice.
Directions to Meeting

Shawn O’Donnell’s is at 122 128th St. in Everett. From I-5 head east on 128th St (Exit 186). Shawn O’Donnell’s is on the right less than a block

from the freeway.
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